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Bulbourne Project guided walk
On Saturday 2nd September we held
a guided walk on the Moors to offer an
opportunity to further explain and discuss
the restoration of the Bulbourne as more of
a natural chalk stream and to reflect on the
sad demise of the Horse Chestnuts which
we are, by degrees, necessarily replacing.
Despite expressed interest, we only had 8
takers on the day but nonetheless everyone

obviously enjoyed the opportunity, including
Nancy Baume of the Environment Agency
(our major funder) Peter Samson our Estate
Manager, Liz Warriner of our River Fly
monitoring group and Peter Ablett, Chair
of our Land and Estate Committee. The
next stage of creating two “scrapes” to
improve the “water meadows” aspects of
the Moors was explained. In the river we
saw the exciting evidence of the speed

of improvements in fish and plant life and
explained our replacement plan embracing
replanting with a variety of tree species to
maintain an attractive treescape.
Anyone who was unable to attend is
welcome to debate these issues with us –
please feel free to contact the office.

Autumn Conker Festival Fever
14th and 15th October

Glowing Report!

Our Autumn Conker Festival, featuring our
annual conker tournament on the Sunday,
kicks off on Blackbirds Moor at 11am on
Saturday 14th October. With the focus
on local produce and crafts, there is sure
to be something for everyone, including
tasty rare-breed meat from Hazeldene
Farm; preserves, cheeses and honey from
Beechwood Fine Foods; wooden crafted
items from The Repair Shed; delicious Italian
gelato and sorbet from Scoops; hand-made
jewellery and crafts by Bernadine’s Creations
and locally-grown fruit and vegetables

The Trust is delighted to have received an outstanding endorsement from the Council
for Learning Outside the Classroom following a recent assessment for our LOtC Quality
Badge, which represents the industry standard for best practice in outdoor education.
The assessor commented, “The quality and depth of learning outside the classroom is
genuinely best practice. The strategic planning to maximise the experience for all visitors is
exemplary and it is clear that the Box Moor Trust provides experiences and opportunities
that really do bring learning to life in a meaningful way, and adds authenticity to the
curriculum. It was a privilege to spend the day with the Box Moor Trust and to witness
high quality learning outside the classroom in action”. The Trust has been registered with
the Council since 2011 and is assessed every 2 years.

from Sunnyside Rural Trust. There will be
demonstrations of wood turning and both
hand and chainsaw carving. This year we
are pleased to welcome Berkhamsted
Ukulele Random Players for a musical
accompaniment to proceedings!
Sunday 15th will feature our ever-popular
conker tournament, when our two 2017
conker champions (junior and adult) will be
crowned. The bouts will start at 12 noon,
with entry registration starting from 11.30am.
There will be plenty of activities for the

younger members of the family, with circus
skills and pottery workshops, storytelling and
crafts. Berkhamsted Bowmen will be running
have-a-go archery and the Jolly Jazzers will
entertain us with their mellow jazz sound.
Refreshments will be available, including
BBQ courtesy of Hazeldene Farm, delicious
curry from Khana Cookery and home-made
cakes from Boxmoor WI and both Boxmoor
and South Hill primary school PTAs.
We look forward to seeing you there.
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Contact Us

The Box Moor Trust Centre, London Road, Hemel Hempstead, HP1 2RE
Tel: 01442 253300, Reg. Charity No. 206142
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Did you
know?

The Box Moor Trust is now on

and

@BoxMoorTrust

@boxmoortrust
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Community
Grants: 2017
Awards

2018 Calendar features
competition winners

Each year, the Box Moor Trust offers grants
for sums up to £2,500 to not-for-profit
organisations within its Area of Benefit to be
used for community projects. These one-off
grants are for purchase of equipment or
other capital expenditure. The following
applicants were awarded Box Moor Trust
grants at the September board meeting:
• Dacorum Talking Newspaper
for purchase of memory sticks and
yoga mats
• PCC of St Mary for contribution towards
refurbishment of clock faces
• Bovingdon PC on behalf of the
community for purchase of a
community bench
• Dacorum Mencap for purchase and set
up of computer and telephone equipment
• Rotary Club of Hemel Hempstead
for Christmas sleigh refurbishment costs
• Hemel Hempstead Swimming Club
for purchase of backstroke ledges
•L
 everstock Green Playgroup for
ICT equipment
•L
 iberty Tea Rooms and Community
Hub for provision of changing area
•D
 acorum Community Choir for
purchase of gazebo, headset, staging
and speaker
•1
 st Gadebridge Scout Group
for contribution towards cost of
small extension
• Hemel Morning Deaf Group for
purchase of tables for craft sessions
• South Hill Primary School for
contribution towards cost of computer
equipment
• Boxmoor Pre-school for provision of
outdoor play area.
In addition, £6,000 was awarded to
the Dacorum Community Trust to be
distributed at its discretion during 2018.
The Box Moor Trust also continues to
support the Community Wheels minibus
scheme with an annual contribution of
£2,500. Applications for the next round of
grants will be invited from 1st April 2018.

Once again packed with stunning photographs entered in our annual competition,
our 2018 calendar is now available to buy, either by post or via our website.

Civil War comes
to Boxmoor!
Over the weekend of 2nd and 3rd
September, Blackbirds Moor echoed to the
sounds of clashing swords and gunpowder
as the Medieval Siege Society staged a
series of displays and demonstrations of
archery, gunnery and close combat straight
out of the fifteenth century. The premise was
that the moor was hosting a recruitment
drive for the Lancastrian cause, with a view
to launching a mission to secure the release
of King Henry VI, being held prisoner by the
Yorkist commander, the Earl of Warwick,
at St Albans. This inevitably led to much
posturing and fighting as soldiers competed
for positions in the army, providing an
entertaining spectacle for onlookers!

Claire Pinder: 2nd Place

also pleased to welcome several local
organisations with historical links, including
Dacorum Heritage Trust, Herts at War (a
community led project to commemorate the
diverse experiences of Hertfordshire service
men and women during the First World
War), The Soldiers Charity and Berkhamsted
Bowmen archery club, all of whom attracted
much interest from visitors to their stands.

Andrew Fox: 3rd Place

Ian Rance: 1st Place

The event included a ‘Living History’
encampment, where visitors were able
to observe various crafts and skills of the
period being demonstrated. We were
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Family Bat Walk
On Wednesday 25th October we will be repeating our popular family bat walk at
Westbrook Hay between 5.30pm-7pm. Suggested donation: £5 a family. Come and learn
some interesting bat facts, join us with our bat detectors on a bat hunt and then make a bat
in The Old Barn to take home with you! Booking essential – to reserve your places email:
education@boxmoortrust.org.uk

We had an amazing number of entries this
year – 162! The task of judging proved to
be as difficult as ever, with a number of
images vying for top spot. The eventual
choice for winner was taken by Boxmoor
resident Ian Rance. Judge Hoss Mahdavi,
FMPA, had this to say about it: ‘This photo
stood out for me all the way through the
judging and I kept going back to it. It’s an
image that encompasses lots of stories and
action, from the guy throwing the ball up
and the dog running at one end, past the
snowmen and the children playing, through
to the walkers at the other end. The picture
is nicely framed by the two trees, and the
familiar tower block in the background ties
the scene visibly to Hemel Hempstead. It
was taken just at the right moment and
perfectly fits the ‘Living Landscape’ theme
of the competition. It also reminds me of a
Jacob Grimmer painting.’

Second place went to Claire Pinder for her
study of the cattle on Bulbourne Meadow,
and Andrew Fox picked up third prize with
his atmospheric shot of sunlight streaming
through the trees in Hay Wood. There
were many others that came very close,
and we have included the best of those in
the calendar.

The calendar is priced at £6.00 + £1.00
p&p and can be ordered by post or via
our website. It will also be on sale at
our Autumn Conker Festival on 14th
and 15th October. Alternatively, you can
pick one up from our office. Cheques
should be made payable to: The Box
Moor Trust.

We also had a fantastic number of junior
entries this year, so special prizes were
awarded for the best of those. First place
went to Zanobia Alkaadi (age 11), second
prize to Rosie Wakeling (age 15) and third
to Ryan Walker (age 13).
We will be launching the competition for our
2019 calendar shortly – watch this space!

Zanobia Alka

adi (age 11)

